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ENCUENTRO IBEROAMERICANO
DE COMUNITARISMO

Optando por el bien comun




Gathered in Paipa, Boyacá, Colombia, with representatives from all levels of  Colombian society and participants from seven other countries of Latin America, in the framework of the First Ibero American Encounter of Communitarianism and after expressing our gratitude to Dansocial, to the Organization of Ibero American States (OEI), to the participating universities and the other organizers of the Encounter, we want to make public the following:  

1- We verify the rich tapestry of inheritances, communal initiatives and actions that abound in the countries of Latin America and we reinforce our purpose to study them and to propose them to the world by means of our academic work.  In this sense we set us the task of the promt elaboration of a communitarian manifesto that keep in mind all our countries have advanced to date in this regard and that serves as a guide for the way ahead.  

2- The principles and criteria guiding our communitarian vision suppose that  individualism will only be surpassed with liberty and responsible autonomy, a socially built and just order, and solidarity exercised through participation.  We will propose spaces that serve us to recognize pedagogical practices of solidarity and social responsibility that contribute to focus a communitarian view of person, society and the state.  

3- We confirm our opinion on the kindness that will be derived for Latin America from the implementation of politicies that, on the one hand, reinforce the sovereignty and liberty of the established human communities, and on the other hand, promote the autonomy of families and the associative and local communities through a healthy and continuous decentralization of power that respects cultural and ethnic diversity.  

4- In regard to the family we value the importance to recognize it as the fundamental community of the social order. In our days, its own existence at times is being brought into question.  Nevertheless, in Latin America, its vital force is maintained unharmed, serving of inspiring example to promote its protection around the world.  We urge the authorities to put into practice labor and economic policies in support to the family.  

5- We consider the importance it has to consolidate a communitarian feminism that surpass antagonisms through the assumption for all, of the socially considered feminine values.  Thus, empowerment will have a rationality of service and equilibrium among peers for the integration of the private and public spheres.  

6- The extreme poverty, the high social inequality and the important unemployment rates are, to the criterion of the communitarians gathered here, some of the main obstacles to advance towards a good society.  In this regard it is of primary importance to support those socioeconomic experiences and policies that contribute to endow greater solidarity, participation and humanity in each of our countries.  

7- We agree to meet again in Santiago (Chile) and from there on to arrange an international periodic meeting to be a point of encounter to communitarians in Latin America, Spain and Portugal.  

By the Ibero American Association of Communitarianism (AIC) on July 28, 2.006.
